GRADE TWO THEORY
PHRASING

AS WELL AS PAUSE IN PROSE AND BEING ABLE TO DISCUSS YOUR POEM AND STORY

What is a phrase?
A phrase can be described simply as a group of words that make sense, for example:
a film about a dog

The girl in the corner

a book about the moon
Phrases may vary in length from a single word to a passage of several lines.

“Halt!  Who goes there?”

The word halt is an example of a single word phrase, it makes sense on its own.  Other examples of single word phrases are “Go!”, “No”, “Maybe”, “Stop!”

So if that’s an example of a phrase what is a sentence?

The best way to describe a sentence is to say that it is a group of words, that usually contains a subject and a verb, which expresses a complete idea.

What is the difference between a phrase and a sentence?

Well the main difference is that a sentence usually contains a subject and a verb and a phrase doesn’t.

Sorry?  Well, let me explain 

- the subject of a sentence is the person or thing which does the action

and

- the verb is the action

for example:
Billy bought a banana.
In this sentence Billy is the subject and bought is the verb (in this case the past tense of ‘buy’)

[image: image1.wmf]If we take out the subject what is left doesn’t make a lot of sense – Bought a banana
It’s the same if we remove the verb - Billy a banana
And neither of these are phrases either because they don’t make any sense!

So what else do I need to know?
Well, because a phrase is a group of words which make sense it follows that all the words forming the phrase belong very closely together, and so nothing should be done in speaking the phrase to break the meaning.  Therefore a phrase should be spoken on one breath.  Not as difficult as it might sound!

IMPORTANT RULE - NEVER BREAK A PHRASE

Why?
IF WE BREAK A PHRASE WE BREAK THE MEANING.

[image: image2.wmf]What if a phrase is really long?
For a long phrase to sound good we have to have good breath control.  Sometimes it is better to deliberately break a long phrase than to try to speak it on one breath.  If we try to speak a long phrase on one breath it can sound awful and we might even run out of air before we reach the end – not a good idea!  It is possible to silently take a new breath (if it’s not a very deep one) without any one being aware of it.

A.

Unscramble the following letters to give the various reasons why we pause in prose

1. Uupttaniocn


__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

2. Fteecf



__ __ __ __ __ __

3. Erstss



__ __ __ __ __ __

4. echgna fo aaccrthre


__ __ __ __ __ __    __ __    __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

5. inag het dncuaeie’s tttnnaeio 
__ __ __ __    __ __ __    __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __’ __

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

6. miignt



__ __ __ __ __ __

7. cchaarrte’s iext ro nntceear

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __’ __    __ __ __ __    __ __    

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

8. deinaeuc aetnroic


__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __    __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

9. mntiooe



__ __ __ __ __ __ __

10.   rhtbea



__ __ __ __ __ __
B.

Here are some easy multiple-choice questions.  Just tick what you think is the correct answer.

1. A pause is

a) a horrible thing that happens when you forget what to say

b) a temporary stopping of the voice

c) things that dogs have at the end of their legs

2. Prose is

a) everything that’s written except poetry

b) poetry

c) comics

3. A sentence is

a) lots of words which mean nothing

b) a very bad ending

c) a group of words which include a verb and a subject

4. A phrase is

a) one word

b) a single word or a group of words that make sense

c) something you put phlowers in!

C.

Can you find examples of the following in your exam pieces?  If you can write them down and bring them into class.

1. A pause in your story.

_______________________________________________________________________

2. A phrase in your story.

_______________________________________________________________________
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ANSWERS

A.
1. punctuation  2. effect  3. stress  4. change of character  5. gain the audience’s attention  6. timing  7. character’s exit or entrance

8. audience reaction  9. emotion  10. breath

B.
1. b
2. a
3. c
4. b
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