GRADE THREE THEORY

PAUSE IN VERSE

ALSO THE THEORY FROM THE PREVIOUS GRADES

AND TO BE ABLE TO TALK ABOUT YOUR POEM AND STORY/DRAMA

Pause in Prose, a reminder!

As you might remember there are several different types of pause used when speaking prose.  If you haven’t a clue or just have a vague memory take a look back at the theory for grades one and two.  Some of those pauses are also used when we say a poem, for example pause for punctuation, effect and for breath, however there are pauses that are found only in the speaking of verse.

The five main types of pause found in verse are:

· Grammatical or Sense pause

· Suspensive pause

· Caesural pause

· Metrical pause

· Pause for effect

Don’t panic!  All will be explained

Firstly, what is verse?

Basically what we are talking about here is a particular type of writing found in certain types of plays, for example those of Shakespeare, and poetry - poetry of all types – lyric, ode and narrative to name but a few.  All these types of poetry have different styles, different rhythms and can vary in length from just a few lines to entire books. 

OK, now let’s look at each of the pauses in some detail

As we look at them keep in mind the poem which you have for the exam and also look for examples of the different pause types.

Grammatical or Sense pause

This is very similar to pause for punctuation that we use in prose.  Remember? - full stops, commas etc.  Where we see punctuation we have to pause.  But not every poem uses punctuation.  Is your poem The Sound Collector by Roger McGough?  Here is the first verse,

A stranger called this morning

Dressed all in black and grey

Put every sound into a bag

And carried them away
No punctuation!  In fact there is only one example of punctuation in the whole poem and that’s the full stop at the end.  Now it would be absolutely impossible, not to say ridiculous, to try to speak this poem on one breath.  However, this is where the sense pause is used.  The poet has not made a mistake here, although that could happen, but has deliberately chosen to write the poem in this way – this is part of his style.  And so we just have to use our common sense and pause where we feel a pause is necessary. It is important therefore that we should always follow the sense or meaning of the poem.  Remember too to pause between each verse.

Suspensive pause

This is found only in verse, and is used where the sense of one line runs into the next.

This type of line is called a run-on line or an enjambed line.

The pause is used to indicate that the end of a line of verse has been reached, but no new breath should be taken as the sense of the line is carried on unbroken.  The ‘pause’ is just a slight dwelling on the last word or syllable.  Let’s look at a couple of examples,

“Sugar and milk?  Now let me see

Two lumps, I think….Good gracious me!”       Sir Smashum Uppe by E. V. Rieu
“Whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune.”           Hamlet by W. Shakespeare

So what happens here?
We make the last word in the first line, ie ‘see’ and ‘suffer’, a little bit longer than normal by dwelling on the sound.

Sometimes a line might end with an unimportant word such as is, a, or in.  In this case the pause should be thrown back on to the last previous word that is able to bear it, in other words the last important word.  Here’s an example from Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra, Act IV, Sc. 13
        “Shall I abide

In this dull world, which in thy absence is

No better than a sty?”                                           

Here the important word is ‘absence’ and so we make it just a little longer than normal again by dwelling on it.

EXTRA EXTRA EXTRA!!!!!!!

Here’s some more information for you, but don’t get too worried about it as it’s not as relevant as what we’ve looked at so far.  But it’s a good idea to be aware of it all the same.  Sometimes you can come across cases of internal enjambment and this calls for an internal suspensive pause.

“Oh light our life in Babylon, but Babylon has taken wings,

While we are in the calm and proud procession of eternal things.”

 Babylon.    by A. E.
Here there is a slight suspensive pause on the word “proud”.

Caesural pause.

This, like the suspensive pause, is found only in verse.  It is the natural break that the voice makes in the large majority of the longer lines of verse for the sake of rhythm.  What is rhythm?  It’s the beat of the poem.

This is a rhythmical pause and is found most often in verse which has ten beats in each line, and these beats are grouped into five pairs, called feet, normally with a light and a heavy beat in each pair.  Take a look at the following examples (the ‘/’ indicates the division of the pairs of beats and the ‘*’ shows the position of the caesural pause

I am, * / yet what / I am / * who cares / or knows.

My friends / forsake / me like / a mem / ory lost

I am / the self / consu / mer of / my woes.


by John Clare
I found / a ball / of grass / among / the hay

And progged / it * as / I passed / and went / away;

by John Clare
As an / unper / fect ac / tor on / the stage,

Who * with / his fear / is put / beside / his part

by W. Shakespeare
Read these lines out loud to help you hear the rhythm and you’ll see that the pauses are where we naturally stop when we speak the lines.

The word “caesura” means literally “cutting”; it divides the line into two balancing parts.

The caesural pause  generally coincides with the sense pause, but it need not do so.

Metrical pause.

This pause, unlike the caesural pause, is an integral part of the metrical pattern, in other words the pause forms an essential part of the rhythm of the line.   And for those of you who study music, it corresponds exactly with a rest or a tied note.  Sometimes it will cover a whole foot, sometimes only part of one.

“Hapless | doom of | woman | ^ ^ | happy | in be | trothing

Beauty | passes | like a | breath and | love is | lost in | loathing.”

Queen Mary.   Tennyson 

In this example we can see that the second line is metrically complete and shows the pattern of the verse.  In the first line, however, there is a whole foot (two beats) missing from the pattern, this is the metrical pause.

Pause for effect.

This includes emotional and dramatic pauses.  And as with prose it can be used to make a word or words stand out, or to help in building up a climax, and can be placed either before or after a word to be emphasised.  Here are a few examples

That china plate?  Yes, worth a lot:

A beauty too…(pause)…Ah, there it goes!

Sir Smashum Uppe, by E V Rieu

A stranger called this morning

He didn’t leave his name

Left us only silence

Life (pause) will never be the same

The Sound Collector, by Roger McGough

Kind words give out farewell posies…

Snap! (pause) The dictionary closes.

The Word Party, by Richard Edwards
Can you find any other examples in your poem?

1.  What is a pause?

2.  Can you give an example of a pause for timing?

3.  What is the difference between a phrase and a sentence?

4.  What are the types of pause in the following extract from People by D. H. Lawrence?




I like to see them passing and passing




and going on their own way,
5.  In the definition of a metrical pause we quote a line from Queen Mary.  What does the word ‘betrothing’ mean?

Any problems?

Make sure you go back over the theory from the previous two grades.































