GRADE ONE THEORY

PAUSE IN PROSE

AND TO BE ABLE TO DISCUSS YOUR POEM AND YOUR STORY

What is Prose?

Prose is the word we use to describe a particular type of writing, for example - newspapers, books, plays and even comics.  Prose is different to poetry because it usually doesn’t have any rhymes or rhythm.  In other words Prose is all written things except poetry.  In your exam your story is an example of prose writing and your poem is poetry!

What is a pause?

No, not what dogs have!!! That’s PAWS!  A pause is a temporary stopping of the voice, in other words it is the break we make when we speak or read and it can last from anything as short as a fraction of a second to… well as long as you want really.
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Why and when do we use pause? 

For many different reasons, in particular for:

· Breath
 It’s not possible to breathe and speak at the same time, therefore we have to pause in order to take a breath, sort of obvious isn’t it?

· [image: image2.wmf]Punctuation
That is, all the symbols used in writing for example, full stops, commas, quotation marks, exclamation marks etc.  These symbols indicate where we should pause.

· [image: image3.wmf]Effect
A pause for effect is used to make a word or a group of words stand out. A pause can be placed either before or after a word.  This can make a story more exciting, funny or even.… frightening!
· [image: image4.wmf]Change of character 
This helps to show who is speaking and also gives us time to change our voice, for example:
“I will race you,” (pause) said the tortoise slowly making his way up to the hare. 

· Emotion 
that is any strong feeling such as sadness, anger or happiness.  For example, if we speak and cry or speak and laugh at the same time the listener mightn’t be able to understand what we are saying.  It is possible to help create the emotion by using pause between the words.  It is also useful to use pause to register an emotion. 

· [image: image5.wmf]Getting the audience’s attention 
If we were to speak for a long time without using pause the person listening would very likely become really bored really quickly.  They would probably find it very hard to follow what we are talking about as well.  However, if we use a pause, for example before an important piece of information, they will sit up and take notice of what we’re saying.

· [image: image6.wmf]Allowing an audience to react 
A pause after an important piece of information gives the audience a chance to really take in what it is we have said.  It is particularly important in comedy to give the audience a chance to laugh after a funny line.  If we don’t allow for laughter the audience will probably miss the next line and so miss the whole point of what we’re saying.

[image: image7.bmp]
· A character’s entrance or exit in a play

This pause can help the audience to take note of who has just come on stage or allow them to think about what has just happened before the character left the stage. 

· Stress
Here pause is used to make a word stand out from the main sentence for example – If you don’t do what I’m telling you I’ll… (pause)… KILL YOU!!!!
· [image: image8.wmf]Timing 
This refers mainly to comedy and could be described as knowing how long or short a pause should be.  The length of a pause can often help make a line of script very funny. 
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Hidden in the wordsearch below are 14 words we use when we talk about

pause in prose
Can you find them?
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SO HOW DID YOU DO?

HERE ARE THE ANSWERS
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