GRADE FOUR THEORY

CLASSIFICATION OF VOWELS and EMPHASIS

IN ADDITION TO THE SUBJECTS DEALT WITH IN PREVIOUS GRADES

AND TO DISCUSS THE SELECTIONS SPOKEN

Organs of articulation

Before we discuss vowels it is important that we know what the organs of articulation are, in other words what it is that we use to create the sounds that we make.

They are:

· The tongue

· The teeth

· The lips

· The hard palate

· The soft palate

Vowels Sounds

There are only five vowel signs A, E, I, O, U; but there are any number of vowel sounds, twenty-six for all practical purposes.  The first letter of the Alphabet, for instance, has seven different sounds each represented by the sign ‘a’: Say the following words out loud and listen to the different pronunciation of the letter 

‘a’:


	at
	all
	rather
	any
	what
	among
	lady


A vowel can be defined as an element of speech that has a free passage through the mouth and is formed by the various positions of the tongue and the lips.

Vowels are divided into three main groups:

1. Monophthong (One sound and one shape of the mouth)

2. Diphthong (Two sounds and two shapes of the mouth)

3. Triphthong (Three sounds and three shapes of the mouth)

Monophthongs

These vowels are subdivided into Long (open) and Short (shut).  Long sounds are those which are normally capable of being sustained or carried on; short sounds are those which are normally incapable of being sustained.

LONG


Tall
Palms
Curl
Leaves

SHORT


Could
Not
A
Just
Man
Get
It

When we make a monophthong sound we form one shape and make the sound (our mouth doesn’t change shape as we form the sound)

Diphthongs

Diphthongs are made up of a long and a short monophthong.  They are subdivided into Main, Vanish and Murmur.

MAIN


My
House
Joins
New



VANISH

Road
Way

MURMUR

Poor
Peer
Pair
Pore

In order to make a diphthong we have to change the shape of our mouth once.

Triphthongs

All triphthongs are murmur.  They occur when the consonant R follows the four main diphthongs:





Fire
Flower
Lawyer
Pure

In this case we have to change the shape of our mouth twice in order to make the sound.

The Neutral Vowel

This is defined as being a vague indefinite sound; for example – the ‘i’ in the word beautiful
Emphasis

This is the means by which we make a word or a group of words stand out.

Emphasis may be achieved by the following means:

· Pause


Using a pause either before or after a word will make that word stand out

· Gesture


A physical movement may be used to give added weight to the spoken words

· Change of Pitch
Pitch is the height or depth of the voice 

· Inflection
This is defined as the upward or downward glide of the voice within the pitch

· Change of Tone
Where the quality or volume of the voice is altered  

· Change of Rate
Changing the ‘speed’ at which the words are delivered

· Stress


By stressing a word we can change the meaning of a sentence completely.

Read the following out loud stressing the words in red:

Do cats eat bats?

Do cats eat bats?

Do cats eat bats?

Do cats eat bats?

Did you see the difference?


A. Put the following words into the correct column according to the classification of the vowel sound

Monophthongs

	big
	head
	ball
	cut
	sheep
	hot

	cat
	small
	shut
	calm
	rule
	tea

	


	long
	short

	
	


Diphthongs

Put the following words into the correct column according to the classification of the vowel sound 

	fly
	few
	tour
	sore
	coal
	sigh

	slow
	form
	layer
	crime
	ear
	frown

	bough
	bold
	fame
	tune
	coin
	poor

	fear
	toy
	shine
	mouse
	chair
	grey


	main
	vanish
	murmer

	
	
	


B. Put the following words in the correct column according to the classification of their vowel sound

	tower
	pig
	town
	fall
	lawyer
	sound

	your
	boy
	stew
	rare
	hold
	push

	crowd
	aim
	shock
	flier
	lean
	cup


	monophthong
	diphthong
	triphthong

	
	
	


C. Classify the vowel sounds in the following words:

	traffic
	exam
	picture
	terrify
	suitable
	however


ANSWERS

A
Long
-
sheep, ball, small, calm, rule, tea


Short
-
big, head, cut, hot, cat, shut

B
Main

-
fly, few, sigh, bough, crime, frown, tune, coin, toy, shine, mouse


Vanish

-
coal, slow, bold, fame, grey


Murmer
-
tour, sore, form, layer, ear, poor, fear, chair

C
Monophthong
-
pig, fall, push, shock, lean, cup


Diphthong
-
town, sound, boy, stew, rare, hold, crowd, aim

Triphthong
-
tower, lawyer, your, flier































